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Second Grade 

  Sound Concept Storyline 

 

Unifying Concept:  Sounds are caused by vibration of matter. Pitch, volume, and quality (timbre) are three of the main characteristics of sound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Lesson 3 

What is Sound? 

Sounds Made By the 

Body 
 

Making a variety of 

sounds with voice and 
body. Exploring the 

relationship between 

vibration and sound. 

2.P.1.1, 2.P.1.2 

Lesson 1 

Exploring Sounds 

 

Identifying “mystery 
sounds”.  Making 

sounds with common 

objects. 

2.P.1.1 

Lesson 2 

Comparing and 

Describing Sounds 

 
Listening to, 

comparing, and 

categorizing sounds.  

2.P.1.1 

Lesson 4 

What is Sound? 

Exploring Vibrations 

 
Observing sound 

vibration with tuning 

forks. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Lesson 5 

Characteristics of 
Sound: Exploring 

Pitch with Drums 

 
Raising drum’s pitch 

by tightening the 

drumhead. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Sub-concept: Vibrations cause sounds. 

Lesson 6 

Characteristics of 
Sound: Exploring 

Pitch with Rubber 

Bands 
 

Continuing exploration 

of how tension relates 
to pitch. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Lesson 7 

Pitch and Size 
 

Exploring how the size 

of a vibrating object 
affects pitch. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Lesson 8 

String “Guitars” 
 

Making a string guitar 

with different pitches. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Lesson 9 

Other Characteristics 
of Sound: What is 

Volume? 

 
Exploring how volume    

changes with force 

used in generating the 
sound. 

2.P.1.1 

 
 

Lesson 10 

Changing Volume: 
Amplification 

 

Exploring how volume 
increases when the 

amount of vibrating 

material increases. 

2.P.1.1 

 

Lesson 11 

Sound Travels 
 

Exploring how sound 

travels. Observing how 

a variety of materials 

transmit sound. 

2.P.1.1, 2.P.1.2 

Lesson 12 

Using Sounds to 
Communicate 

 

Identifying materials 

that make the best 

“phones”. Identifying 

and comparing 
variables that affect 

sound transmission. 

2.P.1.1, 2.P.1.2 

 

Sub-concept: Pitch is related to tension and the size of the vibrating 

matter. 

Sub-concept: Volume is related to the strength of the vibration and the 

amount of vibrating material. 

Sub-concept: Sound is transmitted by many materials. Sub-concept: Music is sound. 

Lesson 13 

Other Characteristics 
of Sound: Quality 

 

Exploring timbre. 

Describing qualities of 

sound. 

Inquiry Skills 

Lesson 14 

Making Music 
 

Using knowledge of 

sound to create music. 

Inquiry Skills 


